The following Child Protection Policy of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection was developed with the assistance of the Chester County Dept. Children Youth & Families
               UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION ( UMCR)
                  




   CHILD PROTECTION POLICY (CPP)       

I.
PROLOGUE

The General Conference of the United Methodist Church adopted a resolution in 1996 to reduce the risk of child sexual abuse in the Church (The Book of resolutions of the United Methodist Church, 1996, pp. 384-386). The North Georgia Annual Conference of UMC began publication of the Safe Sanctuaries series of guidelines in 1998 to serve as a guide for the reduction of child abuse risk in the Church. The Nurturing Disciples Resource Team of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference of UMC, in concert with William D. Kennedy of the law firm White and Williams, located in Philadelphia PA, created a study guide and video in 2001 (Safeguarding Students, Seekers, and Servants) to assist member churches in developing their Child Protection Policy ( CPP).  The Eastern PA Conference passed a mandatory Child Abuse Clearance resolution (2005 – 014S) at the June 2005 Annual Conference. In covenant with these resolutions and guides, and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Child Protective Services Law, Title 23 Pa. C.S.A. Chapter 63, UMCR adopts the following for the prevention of child abuse.

II

POLICY

UMCR seeks to provide an environment for children which is safe from verbal, physical, or sexual abuse; to take reasonable precautions to protect both church leaders and UMCR from undue or false accusations or suspicions of said abuses; to have procedures to help prevent the opportunity for, or the appearance of, said abuses; to establish an appropriate legal and moral response to suspected, alleged, or reported incidents of said abuse. 

. The details of required screening, administration and reporting are available at the church office, 181 Sharp Lane, Exton, PA, 610-363-0103
