
Great Beginnings Christian Preschool & Kindergarten 
2011-12 Program Information 

 
Kindergarten Program 
 
A.M. Session 8:45 - 11:45  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
P.M. Session 12:30 - 3:30 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
 
 The Kindergarten Program consists of children who have turned 5 by     September 
1st .  We are complying with Downingtown School District’s policy for Kindergarten 
eligibility.  The Kindergarten is registered with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The 
curriculum stresses creativity and personal expression while educating the students in 
mathematics, science, social skills, and reading.  The reading program is based on Ladders 
to Literacy and The Phonological Approach to Reading.  The mathematics curriculum is 
Math Their Way, a hands-on approach to math using manipulatives.  The children are 
placed in single classes of 14 or less students with one teacher and a full time assistant.  
Special activities include:  Kindernature, Kinderbooks, Kindertones, Kinderspiel, Kinderart 
and Kindertech.  Some examples of the units of study are:  Deserts, Pioneers, Polar 
Regions, Rainforest, and the Human Body.   
 
 
Four Day Program 
 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:30 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
P.M. Session 12:30-3:00 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
Optional  P.M. Session 12:30-3:00  Friday  (Twice a month beginning in October) - 
 Exploration 
 
 This program is comprised primarily of 4-1/2 and 5 year old children.  The 
curriculum is designed to prepare all students to move into a Kindergarten program the 
following year.  The children are part of an open space classroom, utilizing the skills of 
two teachers and two assistants.  Sessions open with a 45 minute Learning Center and 
Discovery Time including Craft Time, allowing 20-22 children freedom of choice as they 
visit various centers.  Remaining activities are presented in small group sessions.  Special 
activities include Kinderbooks, Kindertones, Kindernature, Kinderspiel and Kindertech.  
Some examples of units of study used in the Four Day Program are:  Life in a Pond, 
Spiders, Animals of the Night, Oceanography, Space and Alphabet Soup. 
 The optional Exploration Session may be chosen as an additional class session to 
the Four Day Program.  Children from both morning and afternoon classes may attend the 
Exploration Session.  The Exploration Session will meet twice a month on Friday 
afternoons, beginning in October.  The curriculum is entitled “Exploring Math through 
Literature” using an integrated approach tying together concepts such as numeral 
recognition, sequencing, measurement and simple operations with selected children’s 
literature.  Children may attend this session for an additional $40.00 per month. 
 



Three Day Plus Program 
A.M. Session   9:00-12:00 Tuesday and Wednesday  9:00-11:30 Thursday 
P.M. Session   12:30-3:30 Tuesday and Wednesday  12:30-3:00 Thursday 
Optional P.M. Session 12:30-3:00  Friday  (Twice a month beginning in October) - 
 Exploration 
 This program consists of primarily 4 ½ and 5 year old children.  The 
curriculum(same as the Four Day) is designed to prepare all students to move into a 
Kindergarten program the following year.  The children are part of a single class 
comprised of 10-11 children with one teacher and one full-time assistant.  This program is 
a consecutive three day learning experience with the first two days consisting of 3 hour 
sessions. The final day is a  regular 2 ½ hour session.    Special activities include 
Kinderbooks, Kindertones, Kindernature, Kinderspiel, and Kindertech.  Some examples of 
units of study used in the Three Day Plus Program are:  Life in a Pond, Spiders, Animals 
of the Night, Oceanography and Space. 
 The optional Exploration Session may be chosen as an additional class session to 
the Three Day Plus Program.  Children from both morning and afternoon classes may 
attend the Exploration Session.  The Exploration Session will meet twice a month on 
Friday afternoons, beginning in October.  The curriculum is entitled “Exploring Math 
through Literature” using an integrated approach tying together concepts such as numeral 
recognition, sequencing, measurement and simple operations with selected children’s 
literature.  Children may attend this session for an additional $40.00 per month. 
 
Three Day Program 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:30 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
P.M. Session 12:30-3:00 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
Optional P.M. Session 12:30-3:00  Thursday  (Twice a month beginning in October) - 
 Discovery 
 Children who have turned 4 years old by September 1st may enter our Three Day 
Program.  This program is our original Pre-K class.  This curriculum is structured to 
prepare students to enter a Kindergarten program the following year.  Some children with 
summer birthdays may elect to return to the Four Day and Three Day Plus programs the 
following year.  These programs were added to give additional classtime to older four year 
olds and young five year olds.  In the Three Day Program the children are placed in single 
classes comprised of 10-11 children with one teacher and a full-time assistant.  Special 
activities include:  Kinderspiel, Kindertones, Kindernature, Kinderbooks and Kindertech.  
Some examples of units of study utilized in the Three Day Program are:  Insects, Forest 
Animals, Marine Life, Fantasy, Friendship, and Alphabet Activities.    
 The optional Discovery Session may be chosen as an additional class session to the 
Three Day Program.  Children from both morning and afternoon classes may attend the 
Discovery Session.  The Discovery Session will meet twice a month on Thursday 
afternoons, beginning in October.  The curriculum is entitled “Discovery Through 
Numbers” and includes concepts such as counting, numeral recognition, calendar 
activities, measurement and time in an exciting hands-on approach.  Children may attend 
this session for an additional $40.00 per month. 
 



Young Four Program (Three Day) 
 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:30 Tuesday, Thursday and Friday or  
    Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
P.M. Session 12:30-3:00 Tuesday, Thursday and Friday or 
    Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
 
 The Young Four Program consists primarily of children who will be turning 4 
years old during fall, winter, and early spring months.  This curriculum is designed to 
cover the skills taught in the Two Day Program with additional activities and enrichment.  
Children completing this program may move into our Three Day, Three Day Plus or Four 
Day Program the following year.  The Young Four Program is not designed to prepare the 
student for Kindergarten.  The children are placed in single classes composed of 10-11 
students with one teacher and a full-time assistant.  Special activities include:  Kinderspiel, 
Kindernature, Kindertones, and Kinderbooks.  Some samples of units of study used in the 
Young Four Program are:  Farms and Ranches, Sea Life, Meadow Life, Unusual Animals, 
and Weather. 
  
     
  
 
Two Day Program 
 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:30 Tuesday and Thursday 
P.M. Session 12:30-3:00 Tuesday and Thursday  
Optional P.M. Session 12:30-3:00  Friday  (Beginning in October) - Enrichment 
 
 
 The Two Day Program is comprised of children who have turned 3 years old by 
September 1st.  Children enjoy a variety of activities in single classes of 10-11 students 
with one teacher and a full-time assistant.  Special activities include Kinderspiel and 
Kindernature.  Some examples of units of study utilized by the Two Day Program are:  
Five Senses, Pets, Farm and Zoo Animals, Creatures of the Sea, Transportation and 
Construction.  Please note that children must be toilet trained for this program.   
 
 In addition an Enrichment option may be selected.  Selected lessons from the 
Young Four Curriculum are presented in fun and exciting ways.  Children attend one 
Friday afternoon per month beginning in October for a $20.00 monthly fee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



One Day Program Plus Optional Activity Day 
 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:00 Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday  (Beginning in September) 
MIDDAY Session  12:00 – 2:00 Wednesday (Beginning in September) 
A.M. Session 9:00-11:00  Thursday  (Beginning in January) 
Optional A.M. Session 9:00-11:00  Friday  (Beginning in October) – Activity Day 
 
 The One Day Program beginning in September consists of children who are 
turning 3 during the fall, winter and early spring months.  The January session allows 
younger children who are turning 3 in the late spring and summer months to attend during 
this school year.  Children enjoy many hands-on activities in single classes of 10-11 
students with one teacher and a full-time assistant.  Some examples of the units of study 
used in the One Day Program are:  I’m Special, Bear Fun, Beach Creatures, 
Transportation, Noah and the Animals, and Signs of Spring.  Children need not be toilet 
trained for this program. 
 We are also offering an optional Activity Day for all children enrolled in the 
September One Day Classes.  This Activity Day will be held every Friday that school is in 
session beginning in October.  There is an additional $60.00 monthly fee for this class.  
This class will begin with a small free play session, followed by a variety of fun activities 
such as music, creative art, physical fun and storytime.  Activities will be tied in with the 
One Day Curriculum to enrich those lessons. 
 
 
 
  



 
     Fees  (2011-2012): 
  Preschool Registration Fee   $65.00 (non-refundable) 
  Registration Fee (Jan classes)   $40.00 (non-refundable) 
  Kindergarten Registration   $75.00 (non-refundable) 
  
  

     Tuition (2011-2012) 
  1 - day program     $90.00 
  Optional Activity Day     $60.00 
  2 - day program    $138.00 
  Optional Enrichment Day     $20.00 
  3 - day programs    $174.00 
  Optional Discovery Day     $40.00 
  3 – day + program    $188.00 
  Optional Exploration Day           $40.00 
  4 - day program    $205.00 
  Optional Exploration Day     $40.00 
  Kindergarten     $264.00 
  Preschool Activity Fee     $70.00 per year (covers fees for all field trips  
        and programs, except 1 day program) 
  Kindergarten Activity fee     $76.00 per year 
 
Refund Policy:  Tuition Payment #1 is due March 15, 2011.  This payment will not 
be refunded.  All other tuitions will be refunded only with a 30-day notice. 
 
 
Payment Schedule: 
          September Classes    January Classes 
 Payment 1:  Due by March 15th    Due by March 15th 
 Payment 2:  Due by September 1st (Tuition and activity fee) Due by January 1st 
 Payment 3:  Due by October 1st    Due by February 1st 
 Payment 4:  Due by November  1st    Due by March 1st 
 Payment 5:  Due by December 1st    Due by April 1st 
 Payment 6:  Due by January 1st 
 Payment 7:  Due by February 1st 
 Payment 8:  Due by March 1st 
 Payment 9:  Due by April 1st 
 
 
 


